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supremacy in textile manufactures.    His reflective habits
and his mechanical aptitudes probably enabled him to
foresee and appreciate the mighty change which was
about to be wrought in the social and commercial fabric
of his native land.    When he mortgaged his family pro-
perty and engaged in the business of a calico-printer, he
foreshadowed  and exemplified that change.    He was
one of those sterling Englishmen, self-centred, indus-
trious, upright, and intelligent, who are wont to say,
and to prove, that a man may do and be whatsoever he
chooses to do and be.    The eighteenth century has no
good name with some historians.    It is thought to be
prosaic, commonplace, displaying no high aims and no
noble ideals.    So it may be to the transcendental scorner
of homely integrity and unpretending worth.    But the
eighteenth century witnessed in England the unexampled
transformation of a society based on agriculture into a
society based on commerce.    It found men in abundance
ready to effect the change, and capable of effecting it
without parade or pretence on the one hand, and without
convulsion on the other.    Robert Peel of Peel Fold was
a sample of these men.    They were men of no illustrious
lineage, of no eminent station, as station and lineage
are vulgarly esteemed.    But they and their forefathers
before them had trodden in the simple ways of English
integrity and thrift, and when the time came for them to
emerge from honourable obscurity into fame and emin-
ence, they were equal to the change, and became the
pioneers of that great movement which has made the
England of to-day.    If a tree is to be judged by its
fruits, it is not for the nineteenth century to despise the
eighteenth.